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“People in this country have had enough of experts”

Michael Gove, pre-Brexit vote, June 2016



The Curse of Knowledge



Some of our problems

● The curse of knowledge
● Word poverty
● Time poverty
● Workload
● The screen world 



The Building Blocks

● Vocabulary
● Knowing
● Reading
● Modelling



The Building Blocks

Vocabulary Reading

Knowing Modelling



“The children now love luxury; they have bad manners, 
contempt for authority; they show disrespect for elders and love 
chatter in place of exercise. Children are now tyrants, not the 
servants of their households. They no longer rise when elders 
enter the room. They contradict their parents, chatter before 
company, gobble up dainties at the table, cross their legs, and 
tyrannize their teachers.” 

Socrates (469–399 B.C).



The Building Blocks

Vocabulary Reading

Knowing Modelling



Vocabulary
affirms / sustains / Elizabethan England /  cloned objects / capitalism  / commodity 
/ orthodoxy /  materialism  / the Taliban / Franco / Picasso  / Guernica / potent / 
muzzle / value system / intimation / monolith / corporate culture / counterculture  /  
/ disparate / venture capital / junk bonds / Queen Anne chair



Vocabulary
What is the percentage of words in a text known to ensure reading 
comprehension?

51 | 55 | 63 | 69 | 70 | 75 | 82 | 88 | 90 | 98

Daniel Willingham, The Reading Mind: 

98%+



Vocabulary
People don’t understand photographs. They think they always freeze the moment 
in time but the truth is that they set the moment free from it and what the camera 
has caught steps forever outside its onward roll. So it will always exist, always live 
just as it was in that precise second, with the same smile or scowl, the same 
colour of sky, the same fall of light and shade, the very same thought or pulse of 
the heart. It’s the most perfect thing that sets free the eternal in the sudden 
stillness of the camera’s click. I find a comfort in that and I’ll take comfort 
anywhere it offers itself.



Vocabulary
People don’t understand photographs. They think they always freeze the moment 
in time but the truth is that they set the moment free from it and what the camera 
has caught steps forever outside its onward roll. So it will always exist, always live 
just as it was in that precise second, with the same smile or scowl, the same 
colour of sky, the same fall of light and shade, the very same thought or pulse of 
the heart. It’s the most perfect thing that sets free the eternal in the sudden 
stillness of the camera’s click. I find a comfort in that and I’ll take comfort 
anywhere it offers itself.



Vocabulary



Vocabulary



Vocabulary
Alex Quigley

@huntingenglish

www.theconfidentteacher.com/resources





The Vocabulary Gap

Alex Quigley:

“The future success of all of our students rests predominantly on their ability 
to become proficient and fluent readers. Their capacity to learn, and enjoy 
learning, is bound inexorably to their reading skill.”

“I am proposing the notion that conscious, deliberate attention to word 
learning is necessary if we are to give each child access to the academic 
code needed for school success.”



The Vocabulary Gap

● Word consciousness
● Etymology & morphology, esp. Latin & Greek origins
● High-quality academic writing
● Independent word-learning strategies
● Tier 2 English words



Vocabulary

The Frayer Model



Vocabulary
● @HaggardHawks | www.haggardhawks.com
● Susie Dent | @susie_dent
● T.P. Dolan: A Dictionary of Hiberno-English
● The Allusionist podcast
● Word of the Week
● @RobGMacfarlane - Word of the Day
● Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris: The Lost Words

http://www.haggardhawks.com/books
https://twitter.com/susie_dent
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dictionary-Hiberno-English-T-P-Dolan/dp/0717140393
https://twitter.com/RobGMacfarlane


The Building Blocks

Vocabulary Reading

Knowing Modelling



Illustration: Oliver Caviglioli





“Memory is the residue of thought”

Daniel Willingham



Knowing
The Learning Scientists

Yana Weinstein, Megan Sumeracki & 

Oliver Caviglioi

www.learningscientists.org

posters, videos, PowerPoints, newsletter

http://www.learningscientists.org
















The Building Blocks

Vocabulary Reading

Knowing Modelling







Reading
Donalyn Miller

@donalynbooks

www.bookwhisperer.com



Reading
Kenny Pieper

@kennypieper

justtryingtobebetter.wordpress.com



Reading: Kenny Pieper / 1
● We seem to be too accepting of a society that has stopped reading, or at least 

stopped seeing reading as being something important. In this book, I want to 
argue that we too easily take our children’s reluctance to read as something we 
can do nothing about.

● We need to step up and be their reading mentors, getting involved in their lives, or 
at least be the ones who will properly encourage them to turn the key. It won’t 
happen by accident.



Reading: Kenny Pieper / 2

What scares me rather more than the admittedly borderline unlikely possibility of a 
generation of illiterate kids is the rather more real possibility of them being what 
Donalyn Miller describes as ‘aliterate’: a generation of kids who can read perfectly 
well but who choose not to.



Reading for Pleasure

● Interest inventory: prior knowledge
● The Library
● Classroom books
● 10 minutes
● Parents
● Dialogue journals
● A conversation, a sharing
● Book speed-dating: peer recommendations
● Book talks



Reading



Tom Sherrington       @teacherhead





Rosenshine’s Principles

● Sequencing concepts & modelling
● Questioning
● Reviewing material
● Stages of Practice



Reading



Reading: Article of the Week
● Read in advance.
● Mark the text.
● 15 minutes’ discussion/debating in class.
● Low-stakes questioning.
● Vocabulary acquisition. “Ramification”.
● Practice for Paper 1 Comprehension.
● Possible written follow-through.



Reading: Article of the Week





Meghan Cox Gurdon

● Reading aloud is a restorative that can replenish what 
technology leaches away.

● Reading aloud is probably the least expensive and 
most effective intervention we can make for the good 
of our families, and for the wider culture.



Bananas

Vomit







The Building Blocks

Vocabulary Reading

Knowing Modelling



Modelling

Of all the strategies I have learned in my 25 years of 
teaching, no strategy improves my students’ writing more 

than having them watch and listen to me as I write and think 
aloud. None.

Kelly Gallagher



Modelling
● The teacher as expert.
● The best models in writing. Share them.
● Exemplars from previous work: collect as a Department
● Live writing - visualiser-document camera / iPad
● The whiteboard … 
● The blackboard ...
● Poorer examples: comparative judgment
● Reverse engineer.
● I - we - you





Recent English teaching books

@Xris32



@atharby



Some books









12 (7) Things Great English Teachers Do, by Geoff Barton
@RealGeoffBarton

● Great English teachers are passionate.
● Great English teachers are text maniacs.
● Great English teachers don't pretend to know all the answers.
● Great English teachers balance spontaneity with structure.
● Great English teachers are risk-takers.
● Great English teachers love the process of teaching.
● Great English teachers are more important than they realise. 



12 Things Great English Teachers Do (Geoff Barton)

They teach the most important skills within the most important subject. They remind us 
of the power of language and the delights of literature. They help students to mediate a 
bewilderingly complex world, standing for certain values - for the confidence to ask 
questions, for the security of knowing there aren't always simple answers, for being 
prepared to argue your case, and doing so in a style that is powerfully appropriate. 
Great English teachers do all this and more. They have an impact beyond their 
knowledge, influencing generations of young people. They're the reason many of us 
are ourselves English teachers. They are, quite simply, great teachers in an age when 
teachers are almost automatically disparaged. We owe them a great deal - not least, 
our gratitude.
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